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In the Matter of Application 6383 of the Pacific Gas and
Electric Company to appropriate frem Alder Creelc Tribe
utary to the South Fork of the American River in
’ El Dorade County for Power Purovoses
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DECISION 4 6383 D 258

Declded - %7 28, 1730
_ » o0o

APFEARANCES AT HEARING HELD AT SACBAMINTO NOVEMBER 27, 1929.
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Pacific Gas and Electrie Company Thomas J. Straub, Atty.
Geo. A. Hunt, Engineer

l'br Protestants

Ive Randall, et al. " Richard tuz Suden
€. J. Olson ¥rank L. Murphy
Alvert H. Rodin . In propria persona
Axel E. Erickson Libecrt H. Rodin

- EXAMINER: Harold _Conkling, Deputy 1n Charge of Water Rizhts.




OPINION

GENERAL FEATURES OF APPLICATION

Under Application 5383, filed July 23, 1929, it is proposed to

appropriate 15 cubic feet per second from Alder Creek, a tribdutary of
the South Fork of the American RAiver from a.‘ﬁout Octq_‘ber 1st to about June
15th of each season. The polnt of proposed diversion is loéaied w:lthiz;
" the NW% of SWi of Section 36, T 11 N, R 14 B, M.D.B. & K. about 1200 feet
above the gaging station of the United States Geolcgical Survey. The
principal purpose of the application as set forth therein is to rehabili-
tate the Company's old rights on Alder Creek and to secure the dellvery
into El Dorado cepal, at the intake of the Alder Creek sirhon, of a sup-
ply of relatively warm water to minimize the prevalent ice troubles during
the winter months, and to feplace tart of the water that mist be wasted
from the main canal above this point to free the conduit of ice and enow.
It is rot the applicant!s intentlon to appropriate any of the low water
or summer flow of the siream. fhe generation of power from such water
as will be diverted is incidental to the other uses specified above.
e water after passing through the El Dorade power plant will be return~
ed to the South Fork of the American River at the tall race of said power
plant within the NE} of NEF of Section 22, T 11 N, R 12 E, M.D3B. & M.
The applicaticn was protested by Eva Randall, A. B. Randall,
Charles Evans, Nettie E. Evans, H. J. ca.mpbell,. P. M. Fisher, Jr.,

J; B. Schafhirt, EZlsie Ostrom, James S. Dean, J. B« Hughes, Charlotte

A. Croes, H. E. Aldrich, G. A. Gordon, Nettle karden Wiltur, Allan C.
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Bradley, Edwin R. Pickett, Margaret 5. Melr, Mrs. .W. L. Iaughland, Alice
¢. Busick, Mrs. Helen B. Oschner, M. C. Bates, ¥red J. Johns, Russell
uacauley, Mrs. Heary Martin, Mrs. Ethel K. May, Blanche M. Sigwart, T. J.
Sigwart, Mrs. May A. Sanborn, John (reene, Maude B. Smith, Albert H. Rodin,

Axel E. Zrickson, €. J. Olson and Albert M. Martin.
FROTESTS

The protestants have cabin sites along the South Fork of the
American River from the mouth of Alder Creek to Eiverton. They claim
riparian rights ( C. J. Oleon algo claims approprlétive rights) and
allege in effect that the provosed diversion under Application 6383, if
approved, would Interfere with their rights as it would result in taking
from them the waters of Alder Creek to which they are entitled gnd upon
which they depénd largely for domestic and sanitary purposes and the

aessthetic value which is contributed by running water to vacation resorts.

HEARING SET IN ACCORDA{CE TITH SECTION la

CF_THE WATER COMLISSION ACT

Application 6383 of the Pacific Gas and Flectric Cdnz_pa.ny was com-

pleted in accordance with the Water Commission Act and.the requiremants of_
the Rules and Regulations of the Division of Water Resources and being pro-
tested wag set for a pudblic hearing in accordance with Section la of the
Water Commission Act on November 27, 1929 at 10:00 olclock A.M. in Room 401
Public Worke Building, Sacramento. Of thig hearing applicants and protes

tants were duly notified.



PHYSIOGRAFHY AND EYDROGRAPHY

Alder Creek, the source named in this application, is a trib.
utary of the South Fork of American River. It heads at a point about
9 miles southemsterly of Xyburz and flows in a general northwesterly
direction about 11 miles to & junction with South Fork about 4-1/2 miles
below Kyburz. It has a gross watershed aren of approxirmtely 23.8
square mlles of which 22.9 square milas lles above and tributary to the
stream at the locatioh of a gaging station on Alder Creek maintained by
the U. S. G« S. since 1922.

The Pacific Gas and Electric Compeny in addition to the present
filing has another filing (Application 1441) upon which a permit has been
1asued allowing the appropriation of 25,000 acre feet per annum by storage
throughout the year at a point ;n Alder Creek above this gagirg station
and to which theres are 17.2 square miles of materched trivutary.,  All
estimtes of watershed areas and distances are scaled from the topogravhic
mape of the U.S5.G.S5. |

Based upon a comparison of flow with that of the Fairoaks. gaging
station of the U. S. G. S. wiich has a record of some twenb—five years
1t is estimated that the normal annual yleld of the Alder Creek watershed
above the gaging station will approximate that .of the years 1923 and 1925
or close arcund 30,000 acre feet.

| The watershed tridutary to the streem above the storage dam pro-
posed in Application 1441 is approximately 75 per cent of the total above
the gaging station and therefore in a normal year there will be little,
H any, surplus from the shed abave the storage dam after satisfying this

appropriatior under Applimtion 11,
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In order to form some estimate of the remaining waters avail-
able to clegnse the stream channel of the South Fork in the section
occupield by protestants a comparison is made with the FPlum Creelk wu ter-
shed, tributary also to the South Fork of American River from South and
almoat imnediately adda.cént to Alder Creek on the West. The two sheds
are strictly comparable except that the Flum Creek shed lieg slightly |
lower and 1t is noted by observation of the U. S. G. §. records that the
Plum {reek ghed ylelds per square mile approximately 80 per cent of the
per square mils yleld of the Alder Creek ghed as a wholse The yisld
-per square mile ig perhaps about the same as the per square mile yield
of that portlon of the Alder Creek shed below the proposed storage dam
site and above the Alder COreek gaging statlon. If this be a fact, and
it can not be fa.f wrong, then ﬁhis 5«7 square miles would ,v;rield approx-
imtely 20 per cent of the flow of Alder Creek measured at the gaging
sfation.

Therears alsc some 10.5 square miles of drainage area on the
South i‘ork of American River tributary between the intake of El Dorado
Canal and the confluence of Alder Creeks This lles somewhat lower tha.n
the Plum and lower Aider Creek sheds and perhaps yields per square mile
80 per cent what the Plum Creek ghed yields. Upon thisassumption 1t
could yield approximetely 30 per cent of that measured at the Alder

Creek gaging station.
From the above a conclusion is reached that regardless of any

and all diversiona possible by Pacific Gas and Electric Company at intake
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of the El Dorado Canal or for filling Alder Creek Storage Reservoir there

will flow in South Fork of American River immefiately below the confluence

of Alder Creek a minlmum of close around one half the flow at the Alder
Creek gaging station, or according to the records of the U. S. G. S.. 0.4
second foot in October, 3 second feet in November, 7 second feet in
December, 7 second feet in January, 20 second feet in February and 37
second feet in March with even greater quantities in April, _an and June.
If this application (6383) is allowed and Pacific Ges and Electric Company
diverts accordingly, and assuming that all flow above fhe intake of El
Dorado Canal were diverted at that point there would still remain flowing
in South Fork of American River below the confluence of Alder Creek on

the average approximately 0.2 second foot in October, 2 second feat in
November, 4 second feet in December and Jamuary, 12 second feet in February,
20 second feet in March, and even greater quantities during the months of
April, May and Junee.

Pacific Gas and Electric Company by virtue of appropriations
initiated before this office was instituted and applications filed prior
to Application 6383 can assert with good effect a claim of right to divert
320 cubic feet per second from the natural flow of South Fork of American
River at the intake of El Dorade Canal, and alsc the right to store some
59,400 acre feet annually, and a study of the hydrographs of South Fork
of American River for the period of record at the Eyburz Station of the
U..' S« @. S Indicates that normally there will be no waste past that
point prior to December lst. We are forced then to the conclﬁsion that

if this application (6383) is allowed the protestants and other claiments
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on South Fork of American River immediately below the confluence of "Alder
Creek will have available normelly for their needs during October and

November only the quantities of water set out in the last preceding
paragraph.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Tegtimony presented at the hearing indicated that there are
two or three small diversions from Alder Creel below the applicantis
proposed point of diversion (see transcript page 10) amount unlknomn.

On the South Fork of the Lmericé.n River below its confluence with Alder
Creek and above Riverton, for a distance of about fcui' miles tﬁare are
mmercug cabin sites which are owned by the protestants. Their cabin
sites are generally occupied during the summer months and occasionally
daring the fell and wintef months.

A number of the protestants obtain their supply from springs
or rlvalets but at times are dependent upon the waters of the South Pork
of the American River for thelr supply as the springs fall during the
latter part of the summer and early fall and freeze during the winter.
The gupply from the South Fork which is used for domestic purposes is
elther dipped out of the river by buckets or is obtained by melting
cakes of ice depending upon the geason of the year. At Whit-.ehall Wat&
has been pumped ocut of the river to supply about 125 guestis.

Although the use of water has been confined principally to the
sumser months it appears that this recreational center is becoming more
porular during the fall and winter months on account of its ready access-

1b111ty, made so by the improvement of the State Highway, and the opinion



vag expreaged that if a sufficient supply of water were available 1t
would become still more popular and winter sports would attract many |
during that season.

lr. Bandall, one of the protestants testified that with the.
exception of a fem weealts he had resided continuously at Phillips, which
i1s just above Riverton, and until the spring freshets came the water fop
domestic purposes was obtained by melting cakes of ice takken from the
river.

e testimony indicated that from January on there hag been
considerable water in the South Fork of the Amsrican River but during
October, November and December, there are times when the flow 15 so
litfle that fish die and the water becomes stagnant and slimy and is
unfit for humen consumption. In the winter the stream oftén ‘necomeﬁ
mddy due to water spilling from the Alder Creeic siphone It was Mr.
Rand#ll‘s opinion that in order to remedy this condition there should
be at all times a flow of not less than five cubic feet per mecond in‘
the river. |

It appears that since the Pacific Gas and. Electric Compeny
constructed its dam on the South Fork of the American River at the El
Dorado Canal intalke people have been compelled to move out of the canyon
during the late summer on account of the stagnant water and unsganitary
condition of the rivere. Riverton, oncé a fairly successful resort, is
practically abandoned. B'yimrz on the other hand which is on the South
York of the American River above the intake of the El Dorado Canal is

very popular due to the abundance of water at that point.
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CONCIUSION

In view of the above statement of factes it is felt that enough
.uater ghould be allowed to flow past the suvmmer home sites from Riverton
to Eyburz to insure to the owners a stream which is free from stagnation.
The ﬁain highway borders along the South Fork of the American River and
to allow the stream to become stagnant and highly pollated would be de-
rogatory to the'interests of the State at large.

Trom the records of atream flow c¢f Alder Creek and the estimte
of the amount of water available below the intake of the El Dorado Canal

' -i-n-h!ea and below the proposed dam of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company

on Alder Creek 1t appears that during the monthe of October and November
of a year of normal runoff, there 1s not sufficient flow to justify further

diversions from Alder Creek, but from about December lst to about J‘ﬁne 15th

of each season water 1s available for appropriation over and above the
amount neceszary to keep the river free from stagnation.

The purpose to which the applicant proposes to use the water is
beneficial and 1t is the opinion of this office that Application. 6383
should be approved, the period of diversion, however, béing linited to

the seagon from about December lst to about June 15th.
ORDER

Application 6383 for a permit to appropriate water having been-
f1led with the Divizion of Water Resources as above stated, protests having
~ been received, a public hearing having been held and the Division of Water

. Resources now being fully informed in the premises:

33



I? IS HEREBY ORDERED that the said Application 6383 be approved

for an smount of water not to exceed 15 cubic feet per second to de
diverted from about December 1st tc about June 15&1 of each aee..son'and.
that a permit be granted to th_e applicant gubject to such of the ugual
terma ﬁ.nd conditions as mey ‘bé aporopriate.

| WITHESS my hand and the seal of the Depariment oi:' Public Forks
of the State of California this 25 day of %7 1970,

EDJARD HYATT, State Enginser

® o BY MQJLGQG\J @O\«’L&({Q ANy

Deputy 0 |




